Effect of hematin in porphyric neuropathy.
Early, intravenous administration of hematin in a patient with acute intermittent porphyria and severe quadriparesis may have produced partial but remarkable improvement of neuropathy, and resulted in simultaneous decline of porphyrin precursors in the blood. Intermittent, biweekly hematin infusions given 1 month after the onset of the porphyric relapse had no effect on recovery of the residual neuropathy. We believe hematin may be effective in the treatment of porphyric neuropathy, if administered before irreversible neuronal damage has occured.